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LEADERSHIP LETTER 

June is the end of the calendar year and our fiscal year; it also is the time where we 

notably see a change in leadership. In my mind, July is the equivalent of the UU New 

Year. So in the spirit of the UU New Year, I would like to take a moment to reflect on our 

past year. First, in a huge precedent this past year, we welcomed the addition of our first 

settled minister. Having Judy as the face of our fellowship in the community has been 

unbelievably positive. We are so lucky to have this motivated, smart, spiritual leader!  It 

is also a time to be thankful for all those who have served in various positions in our 

fellowship—on the board, on the nominating committee, and in other committee 

leadership roles. There are so many other unsung heroes in our fellowship who 

repeatedly take on the tasks that keep our fellowship functioning smoothly. I thank all of 

you, both past and present, who serve this fellowship.  

 

It wouldn’t be a new year without resolutions, and number one on my list is to see us 

share ourselves more. One of the primary reasons my family and I sought out this 

fellowship was to connect with persons who share our values in a spiritual community. 

We are so thankful for the diversity of individuals we have come to know in this 

fellowship. An example of this was the UU General Assembly in Portland this past 

weekend, with thousands of participants. Our fellowship stepped up, hosting travelers in 

our homes and leading a guided hike in the gorge. Ten MCUUF homes hosted folks 

either before or after GA, for a total of 24 nights. More than 90 people signed up for the 

pre-GA hike, and it was a great success. A dozen of us showed up to hike, chat, and share 

time with UUs from all over the country. It was an amazing display of community and 

fellowship and made me very proud of MCUUF.  

 

So in that spirit, my most outstanding hope for this fellowship is for the growth of this 

exceptionally wonderful community. We are truly amazing—and there are so many UUs 

in our greater area who don’t know they are UUs yet. I would like us all to reach out, 

shout out, and invite folks because we really rock! So let’s all raise our UU chalices to a 

wonderful UU year. Mazel tov, Hallelujah, blessed be, and all that jazz! 

 

In Faith,  

Stacey Campbell 

President, Board of Trustees 

FROM OUR MINISTER 

The last few days of June have been full of incredible ups and downs. Foremost was the 
excitement of the Unitarian Universalist General Assembly in Portland , with over 5,000 



UUs filling the Oregon Convention Center for worship, workshops, and to conduct the 
business of our UU Association of Congregations. It’s been old home week, with the 
chance to renew ties with UU colleagues and friends across Canada and the States.  
General Assembly is a reminder that we’re one wonderful family, though we’re separated 
by the miles. 
 
Add to that invigorating mix the news of the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision allowing the 
subsidies that are a crucial part of “Obamacare.” As if that weren’t enough cause for 
celebration, the next day the Supreme Court ruled that same-sex couples can legally 
marry in all 50 states. Exhilaration was in the air at GA, and in every session I attended, 
cheers and prayers of thanks could be heard. I shared tear-stained hugs with several 
friends, whose loving unions and families have at last been recognized across this 
country. A last-minute party was even added to Friday night’s GA festivities. The arc of 
the universe has indeed bent towards justice.  
 
These glad tidings and fireworks haven’t removed the shadow from the recent massacre 
at Mother Emanuel AME Church in Charleston, and the arson fires that have been set 
since then in historic black churches in the South. If anything, the light from these recent 
Supreme Court decisions illumines just how big that shadow is.  
 
We can’t do this work of understanding Charleston–and Baltimore, Cleveland, Staten 
Island, and Ferguson. We can’t do this work alone. We need each other. Dismantling 
racism, homophobia, classism, ableism, and sexism will demand much from us.  That 
work begins within: honesty, integrity, courage and fortitude are absolutely necessary. 
When our cups are running low, when we’re feeling doubtful and dispirited, we can fill 
each other’s cup. And go on. Such is the power of spiritual friendship and our covenantal 
faith–a faith that says this world can be saved by love beyond belief. We are that love.  
 
This work of building a more compassionate world is the work of a lifetime and lives 
beyond this time. In his Ware Lecture on Saturday night at General Assembly, Cornel 
West asked, “What is the quality of your struggle?” How will we – the people of MCUUF 
–respond? 
 
In love and service, 
 
Rev. Judy  
   

SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

July 5: "The Creator's Workshop," an intergenerational service that will delight all ages. 
This is a sharing of one story of our Earth's creation, in which humans are gifted the 
precious gift of freedom and learn how to handle the choices it opens up. 
 
July 12: Multiple MCUUF members will share readings and reflections 
 
July 19: “The Loser Edit” Sometimes how you tell the story makes all the difference. 
 
July 26, "Stepping Out": Todd D. will share reflections on his journeys abroad and 
what it means to step out from our normal routines. He will discuss why he believes such 
“stepping out” can be such an enlightening experience and the exciting plans his family 
has for 2016. 



 

 
Pam and Eliza with our banner at GA 

 
MCUUF AT GA.  Wow! Our congregation helped to lead the opening banner parade at 
General Assembly in Portland. Eight of us (adults and youth) attended all or part of the 
conference. At least 25 of us were there for the inspiring Sunday-morning worship. We 
provided home hospitality to 11 sets of guests. We hosted a restaurant meal for a small 
group of GA attendees. And we hosted more than 90 attendees for the hike at 
Multnomah Falls. Our small but mighty fellowship has learned first-hand that we are 
part of a much larger UU world. And you can bet that, for our size, we had the largest 
impact of any congregation at GA. Yay, MCUUF! 
 

 
Photo of the GA hike 

 

Thank you to pre-GA hike volunteers! We had an exceptional turnout for our pre-
GA hike, and ultimately over 90 people signed up. We had lots of help, and truly it could 
not have done without this team UU effort. A heartfelt thank-you to the following hike 
leaders: Todd D, Paul B, Steve H, Tom K, Leanne H, Denise E, Tom P, Tom H, 



Maureen L, and Brad A. 
 --Kristen D, Bonnie N. and Stacey C. (hike organizers) 
 
“Your trip was one of the highlights of our GA trip to Portland. We are 
most appreciative of the time and effort you and your church members put 
into this effort. Every comment I heard was generous praise.”  
--J.N., Brevard, NC 
 

NEW MEMBER PROFILE: Dan B. 
 

 
Lori G. and Dan B. 

 
Dan and his wife Lori live off Thomsen Lane, on the east side of Hood River Valley. They 
moved to Hood River about two years ago from Pendleton, where Dan had been a 
professor of crop science with Oregon State University for 23 years, mainly helping 
farmers in managing weeds as they grew such dryland crops as barley and winter wheat. 
He received a PhD in crop science from the University of Wyoming, and before that he 
had been a county agricultural agent, doing extension service work in Nevada, 
Oklahoma, and California. Lori and Dan are active in the outdoors—biking, kayaking, 
and skiing, especially—and when they decided to retire they began searching for 
“someplace beautiful,” as Dan recalls. The Grande Ronde Valley, near La Grande, was a 
candidate, but Hood River was the clear winner not only because of its beauty but 
because it had a Unitarian Universalist fellowship. Dan says the more he has come to 
understand nature, and be in nature, the more his spirituality has evolved. The most 
spiritual thing for him “is to be outdoors and to marvel at nature and life.” He grew up in 
a Methodist family but came to UU through Lori, who had been a UU since her teen 
years. While visiting his father in the Kansas City area recently, Dan learned that his 
father had attended a Unitarian church for many years. “That came as complete surprise 
to me,” Dan says. “I never knew.” At MCUUF, Dan is a member of the Membership 
Engagement Team, the Warming Shelter Team, and “anything involving singing.”  
 
 



 
MCUUF marchers at the Pride Parade 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Our Women’s Awareness Circle will take a summer break and begin meeting again 
on Friday, September 25, from 4 to 5:30 p.m. We will continue to be graciously hosted by 
Jodie H. For questions please call Debbie O. 
 
It’s SUMMER – let’s celebrate with Circle Suppers! 
Mark your calendars now for the next round of Circle Suppers, which begin the evening 
of Saturday. August 1. Circle suppers are small potluck dinners, held in members’ 
homes, that give MCUUF members and friends a chance to socialize in a relaxed setting. 
New people and visitors are especially welcome, and at least one of the dinners will be 
“family friendly.” If you would like to participate in this round of dinners as a guest or a 
host, please e-mail Elaine C.  Elaine will also have sign-up sheets available in church for 
a few weeks before the suppers.  
 
Care Team  
MCUUF strives to be a community that supports each other. If you or someone you know 
in the fellowship has a need because of a loss, illness, or other difficulty, please notify 
Rev. Judy or any other member of our Care Team: Jane F, Ray K, Shelley B, Tom P, or 
Anita J. The team will do its best to organize respectful and appropriate help for the 
situation. 
 
 

MCUUF COMMUNITY ACTION 
 

Join MCUUF’s FISH produce gardening team! The new FISH food bank facility 
on Tucker Road now has large gardens to provide fresh produce for FISH clients. All of 
the gardening is by volunteer effort, so help is always needed. You could come regularly 
or for one-time work days scattered throughout the season. Contact Bonnie N. 



 

 
UU’s working on the FISH garden 

 
July 27, 29, & 31  Volunteers needed to work at FISH food bank. M&F 3:15 to 5 
p.m. and Wed 3:15 to 5:30 p.m. Contact Jane F.  
  
Join: Want to help on the Community Action committee? Have a CA project you want to 
lead? Contact Bonnie N . 
 
  

MCUUF 
 

Curious about what’s happening, when, and where? Go to www.mcuuf.org 
 

Would you like to subscribe to this newsletter and the weekly eNews? 
Just send an email to mcuuf1@gmail.com with the word “subscribe” in the subject line. 

 
To unsubscribe from MCUUF emails, please send an email to mcuuf1@gmail.com with 

“unsubscribe” in the subject line. Thank you. 
 

The deadline for inclusion in the weekly eNews is midnight Monday. The 
deadline for inclusion in the monthly newsletter is midnight the 28th of the 

previous month. Please send your announcements to Brad A. at 
mcuuf1@gmail.com 
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