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MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
 

 When a friend arrived late to meet up for a night out, she they told me she had been stopped by 

law enforcement for speeding. When the sheriff’s deputy asked my friend if she knew she was 

speeding, she said, “No.” She told the deputy she had been singing in the car, practicing her voice 

lesson, and had not noticed how fast she was going. The deputy broke into a wry grin and told my 

friend that was the first time he’d heard that excuse!  

 I was thinking about this as I drove home along I-84 this past Sunday afternoon, singing songs 

from the worship service at the Pacific Western Regional Assembly in Portland that morning. My 

spirit was abuzz with joy, and my body moved and grooved to the tunes I sang. Dr. Glen Thomas 

Rideout masterfully led 600 Unitarian Universalists in songs that unleashed something within each of 

us that took us to new heights. We left with gifts of inspiration and creativity ignited. 

 Sunday morning’s service showed that our UU faith isn’t static or staid. It is a faith that moves 

along and changes in step with the times. And so it was with the music, with many of us experiencing 

embodied worship for the first time. I doubt that folks anticipated they’d be swaying in their seats and 

dancing in the aisles when they entered the auditorium, in tune with the creativity bursting from 

within each of them. Creativity begins with not knowing. The moment we assume we know what will 

happen next, the life-giving fire of creativity is doused. Creativity beckons us to remain in the mystery 

and wonder of not-knowing. In this space of not-knowing, possibilities abound. They are not 

prematurely foreclosed.  

 The people I talked with at the regional assembly spoke a common refrain: we have new ideas 

now. We are inspired. Albert Einstein has said, “Imagination is everything. It is the preview of life's 

coming attractions.” Regional assembly attenders will go back home with visions of how they can 

contribute something new and vital to their congregations. 

 The future of our religious movement rests on our willingness to give expression to the 

creativity that is our human birthright. Creativity doesn’t come from somewhere outside of us or a 

divine source. Creativity comes from opening ourselves to the goodness and bounty that is already 

within us. The company of friends, the love of family, time in nature, and sometimes, yes, vibrant 

singing and dancing at a regional assembly worship service can be the lubricant that loosens the sticky 

hinges on the doors that block our natural creativity.  

 You’ll find much to stimulate creativity in the Pacific Wester Region’s newsletter and website. 

These resources from the Unitarian Universalist Association can be found at 

https://www.uua.org/pacific-western/blog  

In love and faith,  

Rev. Judy 

https://www.uua.org/pacific-western/blog


 

 
 
 

MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD 
 
Share the Plate with Radio Tierra 
  
Our Share the Plate recipient for May is Radio Tierra. 
  
Radio Tierra, KZAS, is a nonprofit community radio station. It reaches listeners from Rufus to 
Troutdale from a small broadcast studio in Hood River. 
  
The “community” in community radio means that local people produce and broadcast their own 
programs and help operate the station. Volunteers put on the programs, staff the board, and 
fundraise. 
  
The programs, in Spanish and English, are as varied as the people who bring them to life. Stephanie, 
14, reads short stories, children books, and biographies. Attorney Garrett Sharp gives information on 
issues around immigration. Alejandro Aguilera Cano fills a fun two hours with cultural, social, and 
educational topics. Maestra Alexa, 9, provides English-Spanish lessons that are so popular they’ve 
been picked up by KBOO. Josh Price and M.C. Nelson promise you’ll hear the most ridiculous radio 
show—music from forgotten 1920s folk to Ukrainian-polka covers of American pop (while battling 
Space Vikings) to Amy Grant. 
 
Thanks to two local donors, Radio Tierra will be streaming online by the end of June. 
  
Listen at: 
95.1 FM Hood River, OR 

95.9 FM Stevenson, WA 

96.7 FM Carson, WA 

107.1 FM Parkdale, OR 

107.7 FM The Dalles, OR 

radiotierra.org 

http://radiotierra.org/


 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES 
10 a.m. at the Rockford Grange 

This month’s theme: “Creativity” 
 

May 6: “Twin Siblings of Different Parents?” Rev. Judy Zimmerman with Sullivan M, 
celebrant. Would most atheists also identify as humanists? Would a humanist by default be an 
atheist? Can atheists and humanists claim a common theological parent? What’s in these labels and 
family relations anyway? Questions abound as we explore these two dominant Unitarian Universalist 
theologies. 
 
May 13: “The Wonder of Nature.” Music and poetry by Paul B. and Bob S. 
 
May 20: “Opening Process Theology” Rev. Judy Zimmerman. We’ll open the lid on the 
container of process theology and philosophy. Process theology is grounded in creativity and 
relationality. Atheists, Christians, Jews, Buddhists, Hindus, Muslims and UUs are among those who 
have found affinity with process theology. What draws this diverse array of groups to process 
philosophy? Come, see, and experience. 
 

Our annual congregational meeting 
will take place after the May 20 service. Any questions regarding the budget or other 

business of the fellowship can be directed to any board member at any time or brought 
to the town hall that will immediately follow the May 13 service. 

 
May 27: Karen Valbuena, a UU from Vancouver, WA, will discuss End of Life issues 
with Paul Blackburn, celebrant. As Unitarian Universalists, we are called on to "live our values." Yet at 
the end of life, health care decisions are often made outside the context of the values we have spent a 
lifetime defining, causing needless trauma and suffering for all. How have we reached this point as a 
society? How do we ensure that living our values does not stop in the final chapter of our lives? 
After the service, Dr. Kristen D. will host an information session providing more information, 
including a discussion of Advanced Directives and Death with Dignity 

 
 

 

 



MOMENTS IN UU HISTORY 
By Bonnie W. 

 

What’s in a Name? 
Let’s do some time travel. It is May 5, 1819, and we are at the First Independent Church of Baltimore 
(First Unitarian after 1912). We are attending the ordination and installation of Jared Sparks, and we 
have been told that William Ellery Channing will deliver a groundbreaking sermon. But we don’t hear 
it! The acoustics are so bad in the church that only the first three rows hear Channing’s hour-and-a-
half message. Fortunately, the value of the sermon is recognized because it is translated into seven 
languages and shared in many countries.  
 
Prior to this presentation, the liberal wing of the New England Standing Order Churches bristled at 
the epithet “Unitarian” coming from members of the orthodox wing. William Ellery Channing, though 
young, had stepped up as the leader of the Boston Liberals. Channing’s sermon, “Unitarian 
Christianity,” now commonly called “The Baltimore Sermon,” met the derision head-on, starting with 
the title.  
 
Channing made a number of points that will sound familiar to us: 

1. Reason is valid in interpreting scripture. 
2. God is one. 
3. Jesus was fully human, not human and divine. 
4. Rejection of Original Sin and eternal damnation.  
5. The mission of Jesus was to teach love and moral living, not to atone for human sin.  

 
For the next 25 years, this sermon formed the basis for open controversy as churches began to rename 
themselves Unitarian. Channing’s view prevailed, and UU historian David Parke noted, “It was very 
probably the most important Unitarian sermon ever preached anywhere.” 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 



MCUUF High School Senior Service 
On Sunday, April 22, the fellowship was treated to a brilliant service by our graduating seniors. Leah 
G, Rosie D, Kyla G. and Eliza N. produced a marvelous service, telling their stories about growing up 
in the fellowship and their plans for the future. They raved about the important role MCUUF has 
played in shaping their beliefs and values; there were very few dry eyes in the house. 

 
 

 
  

The four working on their service and in front of the Grange afterwards. 
 

 

“Our Whole Lives” (OWL) 
OWL is comprehensive sexuality education for 7th-9th grade that will be taking place at the Rockford 

Grange 6 p.m.  Sundays, June through August. Registration opens the first of April and will close once 

the class has filled. MCUUF students will be given priority. If you have any questions or would like 

registration information please email Alicia B, Director of Religious Education at Mid-Columbia 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship: sublime77@gmail.com 

 

http://www.uuabookstore.org/Our-Whole-Lives-Grades-7-9-Second-Edition-P17473.aspx 

 "(OWL is) honest, accurate information about sexuality that changes lives. It dismantles stereotypes 

and assumptions, builds self-acceptance and self-esteem, fosters healthy relationships, improves 

decision making, and has the potential to save lives. For these reasons and more, we are proud to offer 

Our Whole Lives, a comprehensive, lifespan sexuality education curricula." –UUA website 

 

 
ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 
Meditation Workshop Begins in June  
In the face of life’s challenges and these anxious times, meditation can help us find our own center, a 
place of deeper wisdom, stillness, and bliss. Meditation can also relieve stress, help concentration, 
and improve well-being, or it can simply be time away from the demands of the day. 
  
In step with Unitarian Universalism’s engagement with theological diversity, the workshop will meet 
Fridays from 7 to 8:30 p.m. beginning June 1 at the Rockford Grange. It will explore 
a variety of meditation techniques based on the world's wisdom traditions. Meditation instruction and 
practice will be followed by discussion and tea. Beginners and experienced meditators are welcome. 
Wear loose, comfortable clothing. Chairs and some benches, cushions, and mats will be available–or 

mailto:sublime77@gmail.com
http://www.uuabookstore.org/Our-Whole-Lives-Grades-7-9-Second-Edition-P17473.aspx


bring your own. The sessions are free. This is an ongoing, open class. Sessions are facilitated by Rev. 
Judy Zimmerman and Kyri Kengan Treiman. 
  

PASTORAL CARE & CONNECTION: 
 
The Women’s Awareness Circle will meet in the home of Irene K. at 4 p.m. Friday, May 11. The 
topic for discussion will again be “A better way to die.” All MCUUF women are welcome. Shelley B. 
will facilitate. Please RSVP to Gail A. 
 
MCUUF Men’s Group will meet downstairs at the Grange from 6:30 to 8:30 on Wednesday, May 9. 
The topic will be “Personal Connections.” All UU men are welcome. 
 
MCUUF Care Team: Our MCUUF Care Team responds to members and friends in case of a 
significant loss, illness, or other personal difficulty. No one in our community should feel isolated or 
abandoned. The team offers opportunities for our fellowship members and friends to help each other 
in time of need. For example, the team coordinates rides to fellowship and doctor appointments, 
hospital and home visits, calls and cards. If necessary, the team helps to coordinate care with friends 
from the fellowship. The Care Team relies on members to let us know if someone may need 
assistance. The team then ascertains if the person in need would like help, and if so what kind. 
Confidentiality is paramount. If you or someone you know needs help, contact any of the team’s 
members.  

 
SOCIAL JUSTICE  
 
Homestays Needed for Rural Organizers. Over the last year, the Rural Organizing Project 
(ROP) has been instrumental in supporting local activists and faith leaders working to end 
Immigration and Custom’s Enforcement’s (ICE) contract to hold detainees at the NORCOR jail. 
 
The Rural Organizing Project’s annual caucus will be held in The Dalles this year May 18-20. We are 
looking for folks who would be able to host a rural organizer or activist in their homes for the weekend 
and/or prepare and donate items for our meals throughout the weekend. By providing homestays, 
you’ll have an opportunity to connect with incredible community leaders from around the state and 
help make the Caucus accessible to rural youth, working class folks, and people driving hundreds of 
miles to get together to share strategies and build the statewide movement for justice and human 
dignity. 
 
o you have an extra bedroom, a couch, or floor space for activists or organizers to crash 
on? We are looking for hosts for May 18th and 19th, so let us know if you are available for one of both 
of those nights.  
 
Breakfast bar and meal items: We are also looking for donations of items to supplement our 
meals for the weekend. Our priorities are: 

1. Items for our breakfast bar Saturday and Sunday mornings—quiche, hard-boiled eggs, yogurt, 
baked goods, bagels, fruit, etc.  

2. Salads to supplement our main course for lunch on Saturday. We’ll be having Thai Food! 
3. Snacks for Saturday and Sunday: cookies, snack bars, fruit, etc. 

 
If you can donate food or have space available for home hospitality, please contact Rindy with the 
kind of accommodations (bedroom, bed, couch, floor, etc) and any other important information (such 
as accessibility or pets, etc.) by May 12. To register for the caucus go to ROP_Caucus_2018.  
 

http://www.rop.org/we-gather-for-justice-rural-caucus-strategy-session/


Gorge Ecumenical Ministries (of which MCUUF is a member) is a co-sponsor of the caucus. 
 
Immigration Justice:  NORCOR Daily Vigils M-F 5-6 p.m.; Saturday & Sunday 12-1: 
Gather in solidarity with immigrants held under inhumane conditions by Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement in our regional public jail. Join with Gorge Ecumenical Ministries members and 
concerned citizens at the NORCOR jail: 211 Webber St., The Dalles. Your presence brings our 
Immigrant Welcoming and Supporting Resolution to life. 
  
Sunday, May 6: Poor People’s Campaign— Teach-In and Training in Nonviolent Direct 
Action from noon to 7 p.m. at FISH Food Bank Community Room. UU minister Rev. Connie Yost is 
coordinating. Trainings are planned in different communities around the state in preparation for the 
first "Moral Monday," a day of direct action in Salem on May 14. This new campaign picks up on what 
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was working on at the time of his assassination. Push back against 
systemic racism, poverty, the war economy, and ecological devastation, and call for a moral revival. 
For more information and to register, go to https://actionnetwork.org/events/gorge-
training?source=email& 
 

 

Mid-Columbia Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
Curious about what’s happening, when, and where? Go to www.mcuuf.org 

Would you like to subscribe to this newsletter and the weekly eNews? 
Just send an email to mcuuf1@gmail.com with the word “subscribe” in the subject line. 
To unsubscribe from MCUUF emails, please send an email to mcuuf1@gmail.com with  

“unsubscribe” in the subject line.  
 

The deadline for inclusion in the weekly eNews is midnight (11:59 p.m.) Monday. The MCUUF Newsletter 
comes out on the first Wednesday of each month (unless otherwise announced).  

The deadline for inclusion is midnight of the prior Monday. 
Please send your submissions to Brad at mcuuf1@gmail.com 
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